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Creating a positive, safe and non-
threatening environment in which players 
and coaches feel that they can try new 
things and make mistakes in order to 
develop. 
That’s just one of the objectives of the Club 
Coaching Coordinator program, run by 
Football Federation Victoria, and coming to 
FC Birrarung this year. The program helps 
clubs build an inclusive and supportive 
environment for coaches, especially 
new coaches, by building capacity in 
areas like mentoring, education and 
communication.
Julie Ryan, a coach educator and player 
development expert, has been appointed 
as a mentor to FC Birrarung. Julie will work 
with our coaching leaders to ensure they 

Whenever there are FC Birrarung home 
games on at Princes Park, the Birrarung 
canteen is there, offering sausages and 
baked treats to hungry kids and parents! 
This year Emily Alessi has taken over the 
role of canteen coordinator, because, as 
she says, “the canteen is really important 
for building community and raising 
money for the club. It was a bit stressful 
learning the ropes, but now I feel like a 
puppet master extraordinaire!”
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MENTOR to guide coach 
development at FCB

have the necessary tools and methods to 
nurture and support the newer coaches. 
“Our coaching leaders met with Julie and 
were just so excited by the opportunity 
being offered to FCB” said Simon Pase, 
Vice President of Player Development. 
“It’s good to hear Julie praise much of 
what we are already doing at our club in 
this area. But to keep improving, we need 
to have access to the expert feedback 
and leadership that Julie can provide. As 
coaching mentors we need to improve, 
and I can already see that this partnership 
will benefit the entire club.”
The program is just getting underway, 
and you can follow progress in future 
bulletins.

The canteen relies on help from parents 
of the teams playing at home, either 
providing baked goods to sell, helping 
cook the sausages, or serving customers. 
Emily loves people providing baked 
goods – muffins, biscuits and cakes - as 
they sell well.  She also sees the role of 
parent helpers as vital.  “It’s important 
that everyone is involved and pitches in.  
Besides you get to meet the other parents 
and it’s fun,” she says.
Keep up the great work Emily!

“It’s important that everyone is 
involved and pitches in”

DON’T MISS: U16 DERBY, SUN 12.45
Two weeks ago it was the Under 17s that stole the show with their thrilling derby encounter. 
This week it’s the Under 16s coming together for an all-FCB match-up. Featuring many new 
faces at the club, Under 16 Blue currently tops the league table. That won’t deter the Gold 
team, however, who promise to show more of the creativity and passing game they’ve been 
working hard at. Kick off is Sunday at  12.45pm. Don’t miss it!

scarves on sale this sunday!

$25


