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First to arrive. Last to leave. 
Meet Angelo Marchetti - 
FC Birrarung’s Equipment 
Manager and boss of the FCB 
“clubrooms”. In fact, you’ve 
probably met Angelo already, 
since he manages to be 
almost everywhere at once! 
At training he patrols the 
ground helping coaches round 
up stray bibs or lost property. 
On Sunday morning you’ll find 
him getting a head start on 
sleepy parents by setting up 
the pitches. “I generally arrive before 
8am to help guide parents on set up 
duties” says Angelo. “A couple of people 
are required from each team to set up 
pitches and goals an hour before match 
time.”
FC Birrarung has grown at an incredible 
rate in the last two seasons, and that has 
meant lots more equipment to purchase 
and look after. At the beginning of each 

season Angelo places orders to ensure 
each team has access to enough balls, 
cones, bibs and other items. It’s a big 
cost to the club, but with Angelo’s strict 
attention to detail, the equipment stays in 
use for many seasons.
Occasionally, things do go missing. “The 
funniest excuse I’ve heard is “another 
team stole my balls!” says Angelo. With 
determination he eventually tracks most 
things down, presenting them to an 
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embarrassed coach every now 
and then. Each season, the lost 
property shelf fills up too. The 
strangest item in lost property? 
Mascara.
So what does Angelo like about his 
role at FC Birrarung? “Projecting 
my voice at wrong doers!” he 
laughs. “Seriously, it’s satisfying to 
see the club’s equipment looked 
after throughout the season. This 
also helps keep registration fees 
down.”

Look out for any stray balls, bibs and • 
cones at training and on match day 
and take them back to the clubroom 

Arrive an hour before matches for • 
setup

Leave the clubroom how you found it• 
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FC Birrarung held its third coaching 
workshop for the season last 
Saturday. “We had a great turn out 
and the coaches were really engaged 
throughout,” Vice President of Player 
Development, Simon Pase, said. “The 
focus was on the skill acquisition 
stage of development, which is when 
most football learning occurs from a 
technical perspective.”
All the coaches at the club have 
worked really hard so far this season 
to improve the sessions at training 
while also making sure the kids are 
having fun while learning. We’ve also 
had a number of coaches attend FFV 
courses and workshops in the past 
month.

Representatives from FC Birrarung’s 
committee met with the City of Melbourne 
on 7th April to discuss redevelopment of the 
Southern Sports Pavilion and maintenance 
of the ground facilities at Princes Park. Plans 
are underway to undertake a review of the 
facilities and identify needs for the local 
sporting communities. FC Birrarung will 
be asked to contribute to the consultation 
process to reflect our growing needs as a 
junior community club.

“The current facilities don’t reflect the 
changing needs of FC Birrarung which 
is the only junior sporting club located 
at Princes Park. The facilities need to 
be more community orientated and 
accommodate the growing number 
of female players at our club,” said 
George DiScala, FCB’s Vice President 
of Growth and Team Management.” 
The clubs and associations using the 
facility have a diverse range of needs 
which aren’t accommodated through 
the current Pavilion, like female 

change rooms or kitchen facilities.”
City of Melbourne also advised lighting at 
training will be adjusted to accommodate 
team needs. A rotation policy has been 
implemented for training nights to ensure 
equal usage across all grounds.
FC Birrarung will continue to work with the 
City of Melbourne as a key stakeholder in 
future planning.
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“It’s satisfying to see 
the club’s equipment 

looked after”


