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MEET ANDREW GLENN Under 8 coach

COACHES 
take on new 
challengeS

 “At the beginning  of the year, the 
players were almost running away from 
the ball and had low confidence.  But 
with the driving force of coach, Andrew 
Glenn, the team are playing well and 
really enjoying their football.” That is how 
Juliette Barr, an U8 parent described the 
team’s fantastic development since the 
start of the season.
Andrew talks of his team “as a great 
mix of twelve very passionate players, 
11 boys and one quite formidable girl. 
The team has a little bit of fearlessness 
and an abundance of confidence in 
some of the players which must be 
contagious, because week by week, the 
whole team have started to trust more 
in their ability.”
Andrew grew up wanting to be a 
professional footballer.  “At 15, I 
was playing in what was called the 
superleague with South Melbourne’s 
Under 16s squad.  I also had kidney 
failure and at 16 I received a living 

FC Birrarung’s participation in the FFV 
Club Coach Coordinator Program is in 
full swing, and the tailored learning is 
already having an impact on our coach 
development. The program is now being 
delivered to many clubs across the state, 
and is a response to recent research that 
showed many young players leave the 
game due to the coaching they receive. 
The same research also found that many 
coaches need less formal support and 
more face-to-face learning opportunities. 
While FC Birrarung enjoys a positive 

coaching culture and excellent player 
retention rates, the program is already 
producing new enthusiasm and positive 
challenges among the group chosen 

to take part. At their introduction to the 
program, coaches spoke of issues related 
to training and player development, but 
also about the need for them to have as 
much fun as the players. 
The club’s three coaching coordinators 
have worked on new ways to provide more 
support and introduce new initiatives to 
keep coaches engaged, challenged and 
continuing their development as coaches.
Last week, this new approach saw 
coaches working with a different team 
at training. The challenge gave coaches 
the chance to hone their communication 
and organisation skills with a fresh group 
of faces and abilities. Next week, our 
coaches will design a training session to 
get them thinking about skill 
development and how this can be 
encouraged by hidden learning in game-
based activities.

Under 9 coaches Federico and Inotoli are two of 
the coaches participating in the CCC program

kidney transplant. I had trials prepared 
with a couple of Premier League clubs 
but after the surgery, no club would take 
the risk on my condition.”
Andrew left for the UK at 18 determined 

to prove otherwise, and after being 
offered a chance with Oxford City and 
then Aylesbury United, the transplanted 
kidney rejected.  “I have been on dialysis 
ever since,” he says, “and after a few 
stints of coaching and playing Victorian 

State Leagues – I gave up on football.” 
In the last couple of years, Andrew 
returned to social football and playing 
with people from all around the world, 
re igniting his love for the game. 

“To be able to 
communicate 
with a ball 
with anybody 
who knows 
how to play 
is one of the 
purest forms 
of joy that I 
can describe,” 
says Andrew. 
“Being able 
to share that 

with my son and another 12 
incredible players... that joy is much 
deeper and resonates as serenity for 
long periods in between sessions.”

Footnote: this week is Donate Life Week. 
For more info, visit: donatelife.gov.au


