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By Tom Beslagic, Coaching Coordinator

FC Birrarung’s Annual General Meeting 
will be held at 7pm on Monday 22 
August 2016 at the Great Northern Hotel, 
Rathdowne Street. Club members are 
invited to attend. 

Our end-of-season celebration and 
presentation day will be held on Saturday 
3rd September. The club is looking for 
volunteers to join the planning sub-
commitee. If you can help, please email 
fcbirrarung@hotmail.com

FCB’s information and communication 
processes are struggling to keep pace 
with the club’s growth. Can you help? 
Please contact us before the AGM (see 
above), at: fcbirrarung@hotmail.com

How did I come to be a part of FC Birrarung? Well, I was roped 
into coaching by a workmate - Angelo Marchetti - on the proviso 
of helping out until a more permanent coach was found. Now, I 
am set to complete my fourth full year at the club this coming 
August. It would be fair to say I have caught the coaching bug. 
Looking back on that first year, the sole game we won was the 
game in which I was not there.
I racked my brain to identify why this was the case. Was I being 
too soft at training? Were we not fit enough? Was I playing the 
kids in the wrong positions? Or was I not teaching the kids 
the right skills? These doubts had me changing my training 
sessions halfway through in an attempt to see anything that 
would resemble a game of football. Long lines, kids chatting 
amongst themselves and long monologues were a common 
occurrence. 
Everything changed one cold Monday night somewhere out in 
Ringwood, where I attended my first FFA coaching course. Here, I was 
joined by a variety of coaches with various levels of experience. The key message I left with was that ‘the game is the coach’ 
and all I needed to ensure was that there was a clear message. And, if I was patient with the kids, they could solve the challenges 
the game presents to them. As I learn more about coaching and continue with my own development, such as completing my FFA 
C-Licence, this same message continues to reoccur. 
To all the coaches, I thank you for your commitment and enthusiasm. As always, if you have any questions or ideas please share 
them, as your experiences may help others who find themselves in a similar situation. To all the parents who are considering 
making the jump into to coaching, I have one piece of advice: do it!

LOOKING BACK: MY FIRST YEAR

Three Miniroos teams from FC Birrarung made the 
trip to East Bentleigh Soccer Club in the middle of 
the holidays to participate in the Caruana Cup, a 
round-robin competition that attracts teams from 
around Melbourne. While the challenge was difficult, 
the smiles on our players demonstrated what’s most 
important to them: fun! Congratulations to our players 
and coaches for proudly representing FCB. 
Watch the video at vimeo.com/fcbirrarung

NOTICE OF AGM FCB AT THE 
CARUANA CUP

SAVE THE DATE

IT GURU NEEDED


