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Now that we’re in the midst of the holidays and there are a few more hours 
to fill each day, there is no better time to experience some of the best 
training possible: unstructured play. It’s a hot topic in player development 
right now.
Unstructured play is just a fancy way to describe the play that happens when 
we just make it up as we go along. It reminds me of watching the local kids 
play street soccer in Venice. First, the teams are arranged with no help from 
coaches or adults. If there is an argument about the teams, it gets fixed 
so that play can begin. When play begins the rules are implicit. What’s a 
fair tackle? The children are pretty honest with one another. What are the 
goals? A door on one side of the piazza, some drain pipes on the other. 
Watching this come to life I notice three things:
1. Players like to try and do lots of 1v1s. Nobody is on the sideline yelling 
“pass the ball!” so everyone has freedom to do as they please.
2. A player gets to know which opponents they can take on in a 1v1.  What 
happens when they come up against a formidable adversary? They pass! 
3. There’s no kicking the ball out, because that would mean losing the 
ball in the canal! So even the most wayward kicks are stopped with a deft 
interception and first touch.
It sounds a lot like skills we try and build through the curriculum, and yet 
there isn’t a coach in sight trying to ‘improve’ things.  Yes, there is a role for 
coaching, because on Sundays we play in a structured format. And coaches 
can help build a learning environment where players try to solve the football 
problems they’ll encounter on match day. But even FFA’s National Curriculum 
recognises the importance of unstructured play, and says:

“In third World countries the old saying “the game is the teacher” still 
applies and is one of the reasons why we find so many creative and 
technically good players from Africa and South America in the European 
top leagues”

So get your friends together, throw some jumpers on the ground, and play!

PLaytime is here
Scott Miller is in his first full season at President 
of FC Birrarung.  We spoke to him about his 
interest in football and FCB.  

“When I lived in London in the ‘90s, I lived very 
close to Chelsea’s home ground. That‘s where 
I got my first real exposure to the great game of 
football,” he says. 

Scott was on the local school council with FCB 
Committee member Abdullah Calisir about 4 years 
ago.  It was Abdullah’s “encouragement - or arm 
twisting” which led to his son Charlie joining the 
U8/9 team. 

Scott believes the strength of FC Birrarung is its 
people.  “They are highly informed, motivated and 
respectful,” he says.  He explains that this is linked 
to the club’s sustainability, in which creating a club 
that “shares the load” is paramount.  

There are many tasks and roles required every 
season and these need to be spread out among 
the whole community at FC Birrarung. In order to 
foster widespread involvement, Scott talks about 
encouraging role sharing, succession planning and 
leading by example. He believes making people 
feel comfortable to contribute to part of a role or 
task is important too, as not everybody has the 
time to commit to a whole task, but is happy to 
contribute what they can. 

“The club needs to set itself up and lead a culture 
that promotes and encourages all members of our 
club to participate in some way.” 
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