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Tarik Kartal remembers in 2009 when FCB had only nine players 
and “It felt like more of a hobby than actual competition as we 
were being smashed 10-0 every game”. The U17 Blue goalkeeper 
and left winger (not at the same time!) says it has been a privilege 
to watch the “extraordinary” growth and development of the club 
over the past eight seasons.
Looking to the future, he hopes FC Birrarung can utilise the 
six pitches at Princes Park to host a grand tournament to get 
Victorian football talking about the club.
Tarik enjoyed the experience of playing at National Premier 
Leagues (NPL) level, but couldn’t help but return to his mates. 
“NPL was a great experience and I learnt a lot while playing. The 
skills from each player were amazing and the chance to work 
with professional coaches was superb,” Tarik says. 
“But the main thing that keeps bringing me back year after year 
to FCB is the players and the connections that are made with 
them. (It’s amazing) the amount of friends I’ve made playing here 
all these years with players, coaches and even parents. I feel like 
it’s an important factor in playing in a team and makes the game 
days enjoyable.”
A big fan of Real Madrid’s Welsh wizard Gareth Bale and 
Barcelona’s Brazilian star Neymar for their dazzling attacking 
skills, Tarik will be watching them closely at the Copa America 
and Euro 2016. His tip for Euro 2016 is Spain for a three-peat, 
with Germany close behind. Closer to home and with his side 
sitting third in the U17B North-West division, the competition is 
thankfully becoming more enjoyable for Tarik. 
Long may it be for one of FCB’s pioneers.

This week, Ross McGravie caught up with 
Tarik Kartal (Under 17 Blue), a talented 
and humble individual who epitomises 
the values of FC Birarrung.
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I recently spent a weekend with family on the Northern 
Beaches of Sydney and instead of watching local football, I 
shadowed my brother as he coached junior netball.  I couldn’t 
help wandering around to observe coaches plying their trade. 
Why? Well I am a professional Football Coach Education 
Manager and I was intrigued to see how other sports operate. 
Firstly, I heard lots of encouragement. Other very impressive 
things were coaches applauding good play by the opposition 
even when their team were getting soundly beaten - I actually 
went up to the coach after and told her how refreshing it was to 
see a coach applauding good play by an opponent.
There were, however, some issues that we seem to see every 
week in football.
Coaches and parents were shouting instructions to players 
like “watch your passes!” How would a young player interpret 
that (literally)? Do we think that the girls are not trying to pass 
to their team-mates? There were comments on the success 
(or failure actually) of players’ actions. In my experience, very 
few players make a mistake on purpose. Telling a player not to 
do something does not help them to do it right the next time. 
Unfortunately, some team talks at the break involved parents 
advising their kids rather than allowing the coach having 
exclusive access to the team. 
And finally: adults who would never shout at children while 
they’re enjoying the playground, drawing in a colouring book, 
or rearranging their dollhouse BUT are willing to loudly instruct 
from the sidelines without hesitation. When adults scream from 
the sidelines they’re not just invading the children’s playtime, 
they’re preventing children from learning the game they are 
playing in a natural manner. The shouting is detrimental to 
the children’s development as players and in worst case 
circumstances can turn them off sport entirely.  
My time in Sydney was enjoyable, helping my brother to develop 
his coaching knowledge, and on the whole everyone was well 
behaved. Most importantly the kids seemed to be having FUN 
(whether they won or lost). It was fantastic to see so many 
young ladies involved in sport and supported by their families. 
Coaches are like players - the best ones are always challenging 
themselves to become better. If I can offer any advice and if 
anyone wants to consider it, it would be this: 
Parents - hand over the learning/teaching reigns to the coach 
(just like you do when you send your child to school) and be 
proud that your child is taking part and having FUN. The kids 
are learning and developing by playing. The score has little 
relevance. 
Coaches - Have a plan on what you want to work to develop, 
relate it to the game, let them play, observe and enjoy.
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