
2015, Volume 9

PLANNING
begins for
2016-18
Members of FC Birrarung’s Committee and 
coaching team met on Monday 22 June to 
begin planning for the future development 
of FC Birrarung. A major topic of discussion 
was the potential pathway for our most 
senior players, including options of linking 
with an established senior club, or the 
creation of an FC Birrarung senior side to 
coexist with the junior club.  
The potential for future growth was also 
discussed, after 2015 saw FCB almost 
double in size. Priorities have emerged to 
create at least one extra all-girls team in 
2016, one of up to five extra teams next 
year. The growth will add pressure to our 
facilities and coaching resources, leaving 
the committee with more work to do in 
meeting this challenge.
A common theme throughout the 
discussion was the need to preserve and 
strengthen our club values and playing 
style.
The strategy sessions will continue in 
2015, and FC Birrarung will be collecting 
some of your thoughts in a short survey 
to be published this week. As always, your 
feedback on these or any matters at the 
club is welcome at: 
fcbirrarung@hotmail.com

COACH PROFILE: FEDERICO VIOLA, UNDER 8
If you’ve had the privilege of watching his pre-match address on game day, you’ll know 
Federico Viola believes in fostering an amazing sense of team spirit. There is real 
recognition about the improvements players have made at training, about how hard 
they’ve tried, about the trust he has in them. “Who are we? Who are we? Under 8s from 
FCB!” chant the players once Federico has finished his speech. No surprise then that the 
smallest stars sport the biggest smiles at FC Birrarung!
Favourite team: FC St Pauli (Germany)
Coaching philosophy: Build a strong team spirit, develop a sense of position, keep the 
game play fluid with passing and swapping of positions, vary passes, starting with short 
passing and moving towards long. Fun and pride.
Coaching qualification: n/a
Sport growing up: Football
Ambition for U8: Bonding and playing exceptional football as a team

This week’s Melbourne Leader 
features a story on the delay in 
getting the lights working on the new 
pitches in Princes Park. Council have 
advised that electricity will soon be 
connected and that works to carry 
out final commissioning will take up 
to two weeks, depending on weather 
conditions.
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