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WOMEN’S WORLD CUP 
BREAKFAST is GO!
Save the date! Our World Cup Breakfast 
is back, and this time we’re cheering on 
the Matildas! 
What better way to celebrate the arrival 
of FC Birrarung’s first all-girls team than 
coming together as a club to cheer on the 
Aussies as they face Nigeria in the group 
stage. Last year’s World Cup Breakfast 
was a popular community gathering. And 
with more FCB members than ever before, 
we can make this event a huge success.
Tickets will be on sale later this week.

As a junior, one of my teammates had 
a very distinctive Italian name: Orazio. 
His father had a very distinctive form 
of support: he yelled his son’s name 
for the entire match, following him on 
the touch line, telling him what to do at 
every moment. It was a distraction for 
me and the other players, so I cannot 
begin to imagine what Orazio felt like 
out there. He was a player perpetually 
slumped of shoulder.

As parents, we want the best for our 
children and their team. Filled with 
pride in our kids, we will on every 
moment in the game. Encouragement 
is one thing, instruction is another. We 
mean well when we offer advice, but 
coaching is the role entrusted to the 
coaches. They work during the week 
to achieve positive playing behaviours. 
Behaviours that might mean taking 
risks, or avoiding risks, or simply 
assessing the opportunities before 
them. This is the role of training.

Match day belongs to the players. It is 
their game. Their risks to take. Their 
rewards to celebrate. Their mistakes to 
convert to wisdom.

The most convincing expression of 
encouragement you can give on 
Sunday is in the palm of your hands, 
literally. When a player hears applause, 
there is no self doubt, no second 
guessing, only surety. The surety that 
you appreciate their skill, courage, 
tenacity, resilience and effort.

Nothing is more certain to raise their 
spirit than the sound of clapping. If 
that were the only sound Orazio heard, 
I’ve no doubt he would have walked, 
run and played a few inches taller.

So please put your hands together for 
FC Birrarung.

GIVE THEM A HAND
By Simon Pase

Coaching Coordinator

AUSTRALIA v NIGERIA
When: Saturday 13 June
Where: Brens Oval Clubrooms, 
Royal Park (off Macarthur Rd)
Time: 6.45am (7.00am kick-off)

For more info on the Matildas, visit:
www.matildas.footballaustralia.com.au

Watch another team
Having mum or dad watching is fun, but having some of the other players at  
FC Birrarung watch is a great way for players to feel like they’re important to the 
whole club. So next time you’re at home, stick around and watch another match,  
even if it’s for 15 minutes. And if you’re away from home and see another  
FC Birrarung team, get over and give them that extra lift! 

Grab a bite from the canteen
As well as being stocked with delicious home 
baked treats and sizzling sausages, the canteen 
raises money for extra equipment and initiatives 
at FC Birrarung. 

Lend a hand
Volunteers make the wheels go ‘round’ at FC Birrarung. 
It also shows our players just how much we value their 
sport. So ask your team manager or coach how you can 
help.

3 ways to 
show your 
support 
for FCB


