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On Monday, FC Birrarung’s committee met for 
a second time this year to discuss the club’s 
opportunities and challenges in the coming 
years. The committee heard from special 
guests representing SportLived and Youlden 
Parkville Cricket Club (YPCC). SportLived place 
gap-year students from the UK with a strong 
interest in sports coaching and mentoring 
with suitable clubs and schools - a program 
successfully implemented at YPCC.

Paul Sinclair from YPCC also addressed the 
committee on the challenges of growth and 

It began with a bunch of kids rounding up 

their mates to start an indoor soccer team. 

Before long, they were plotting to play 

outdoor football. And so FC Birarrung was 

born. One player that was there from the 

beginning was James Hall-Lucas. “I wanted 

to play soccer with a bunch of mates from 

school and the area. I’d tried Aussie Rules, 

but I preferred soccer” says James, who 

plays for FCB Under 16 Blue. 

In that first year, 2008, there were just 

enough players to form an Under 10 side, 

according to James’ father, Tony. Their 

family became part of a foundation group 

that helped shape FC Birrarung into the 

club it is today, with Tony later becoming 

FCB’s President. The unique thing about 

FC Birrarung, says Tony, is that it’s the only 

junior team at Princes Park “and a true 
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inner suburban club with broad and open 

attitudes to life and how a soccer club should 

be.”

For James, the best part about FC Birrarung 

is that “it’s close to home, and I play with a 

lot of friends. I get a chance to practice 

my tricks!” James likes the idea of a 

senior team at the club. “I’d like that to 

be provided so I can stay with Birrarung” 

he says. In the meantime, he and his 

teammates have created their own legacy, 

the pioneers of a new club. “I haven’t really 

thought about it” admits James, “but I can 

look back on it with some pride.” 

FC Birrarung’s Annual General Meeting will be held on

Monday 24 August 2015
Commencing 7.00pm

Northern Pavilion, Princes Park
More information will follow in coming weeks 

“(FC Birrarung is) a true inner 
suburban club with broad and 
open attitudes to life and how 
a soccer club should be”

Tony Lucas and son James Hall-Lucas (U16 Blue)

U16 SHOWDOWN

FCB STRATEGY 
PLANNING 
CONTINUES

NOTICE OF AGM

FC Birraung’s two Under 16 teams go 
head-to-head this Sunday. Both teams 
come into the game on 25pts for the 
season (although U16 Blue have a 
game in hand).  Please come along to 
support these two teams. 

Kick-off is at 12.30pm.

preserving access to facilities for junior sport 
in the City of Melbourne. Finally, we heard 
from representatives of a fledgling senior 
club, Old Hill Wanderers, to get an insight into 
the rigours of senior competition and discuss 
opportunities for senior pathways. Information 
gathered from this week’s meeting will be 
discussed at the next strategy meeting.

External links

SportLived: sportlived.co.uk

Youlden Parkville Cricket Club: ypcc.org.au


