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PRESIDENT’S REPORT
As I look back over season 2016 at 
FC Birrarung, I can see much that 
has been achieved - building on the 
success of those that founded the 
club, and making improvements that 
promise an even brighter future. Let’s 
reflect on what has been achieved this 
year.

We grew to 21 teams and over 300 
players in 2016. A huge pat on the back 
to our registrations team for managing 
the registration process and finding a 
team for all registered players.

Our coaching team grew as a result, 
and the coaching structures and 
support provided by our coaching 
leaders helped experienced coaches 
develop and new coaches blossom.

Importantly, our committee elected 
to keep FCB as a ‘Junior/Youth’ club. 
With competition formats evolving 
to accommodate our most senior 
players for at least another season yet, 
we won’t be waving goodbye to our 
foundation players just yet. However 
we acknowledge that our future lies in 
developing children and young people 
as community sport participants, and 
becoming a senior club detracts from 
our core purpose. Watching this year’s 
Under 17 derbies has been a thrill and 
a privilege. We hope that those players 
aren’t yet done in yellow and blue, 
and that while their playing time at the 
club will inevitably draw to a close, a 
coaching or volunteer role awaits.  

FCB’s committee again managed 
the many day-to-day issues with 
assuredness and consensus, and help 
chart the future path for FC Birrarung. 
New roles in the committee ensured 
that the workload was spread and that 
decision making reflected the breadth 
of our club community.

We finish 2016 in a solid financial 
position, with healthy governance, and 
with clear objectives to meet the future 
needs and challenges for our young 
and thriving club.

Some of those challenges include 
developing more effective and efficient 
communication channels to our ever-
expanding audience. We know that 
we need to step up our community 
engagement to foster participation 
in FCB from all members of the 

community. As we grow, ensuring the 
upgrade of southern pavilion (by City of 
Melbourne) is a No. 1 priority.

And to maintain our financial health 
we need to increase public and private 
sponsorship for FCB.

Our stakeholders are important to the 
success of our club, and we need to 
work to strengthen and grow strategic 
linkages that facilitate long term future 
of FCB, including relationships with 
council, government and Football 
Federation of Victoria (FFV).

Above all I’d like to offer the most 
sincere thanks to all members of the 
club - our players, coaches, families, 
committee members, sponsors 
supporters and volunteers for all their 
work and efforts in 2016 

Highlighting one or two individuals 
is fraught with danger, because one 
inevitably misses out some very 
deserving people,  but I think the 
spirit of FCB was clearly on display 
throughout the year from very many 
people, like Ange Marchetti  as 
Equipment Coordinator, Emily Alessi 
as Canteen Coordinator. These are 
just two individuals who exhibit great 
FCB characteristics: inclusive, reliable, 
respectful, and resourceful.

I’d like to once again congratulate our 
players for their courage, resilience, 
skill, tenacity and camaraderie. They 
provide us with the smiles each week, 
and are the reason we have built this 
club. Whilst winning is not everything, 
it does make us proud to have three 
premier teams for the first time in our 
short history. Congratulations to the 
Under 12 Girls, Under 13E Boys and 
Boys Under 16C Blue teams for their 
impressive success.

I am immensely proud to be a part 
of FCB - a great club that whilst not 
perfect does time and time again 
provide a lot of terrific things to its 
community.

I look forward to continuing to being 
a part of FCB in 2017 - our 10th 
Anniversary Year.

Scott Miller 
President

“I’d like to once again 
congratulate our 
players for their 

courage, resilience, 
skill, tenacity and 
camaraderie. They 

provide us with the 
smiles each week, and 

are the reason we have 
built this club.”





FC Birrarung’s financial position strengthened in 2016, as expenses came 
in under budget, fees were increased to cover investment in coaching and 
registrations exceeded expectations.

KEY STATISTICS
30 June Cash at Bank No. of Players Male Female No. of scholarships

2016 54,212 315 277 38 18

2015 29,627 193 175 18 13

2014 16,466 105 99 6 13

2013 4,474 110 100 10 ~10

The combination of higher fees, increased registrations and a strong canteen 
performance led to revenues of over $100,000 by the end of the season 2016 
and an expected surplus of around $20,000. This surplus was well above our 
break-even budget and enables FC Birrarung to reduce fees back to 2015 levels 
next season.  

Many thanks to our long-term sponsors Woodards and DOC who continued to 
support the club in 2016. Sponsor and grant revenue was down $7k from 2015 
with the cub not actively pursuing any grants or additional sponsors. 

This reduction in sponsorship was largely offset by strong canteen proceeds. 
Thanks go to Emily Alessi for co-ordinating and stocking the canteen each week 
and to every one of you who helped out with baking, BBQ and sales. Revenues 
were very strong with close to $11,000 taken in merchandise and food sales by 
the end of the season, boosted by the introduction of the FCB scarf.

The Club invested heavily in coaching during 2016 in response to community 
feedback. This year we funded two C-licence accreditations (an advanced FFV 
coaching qualification), Sportlived UK coaching resources to supplement our 
volunteer coaches, Football Star Academy professional coaching resources, FFV 
courses for parents interested in coaching, coach jackets and fee-free admission 
for one player per coach. Total allocation of revenue to coaching was around 
$15,500.

Overall expenses came in under budget in 2016, primarily driven by:

• Lower-than-expected grounds fees from Melbourne CIty Council
• Removal of the futsal Friday program 
• Lower equipment costs (additional Miniroos goals not purchased)
• Less FFV courses undertaken than expected

As always, our most important financial asset is the time and effort donated by 
our volunteers. From our team managers, coaches and communications team to 
our linesmen, marshals and bakers, your efforts are the key to our club’s success.  
Every hour and skill donated allows us to provide a quality football experience at 
affordable prices. 

FCB reports on the financial year ending 30 June, which captures the last half of 
the prior season and the first half of the current season.  We have also provided 
an estimate of 2016 season financials.

Lisa Williamson 
Treasurer

treasurer’S REPORT

Financial Statement

“Every hour and 
skill donated 

allows us 
to provide a 

quality football 
experience at 

affordable prices.”



The season has come to a close and I would like to thank all 
the coaches for their time and effort in putting together such a 
successful season. It has been a pleasure to be part of such an 
enthusiastic and hard working group. 
Firstly a big thank you to Simon for all the help and support you have given 
me in my first year as Coaching Coordinator. This club would be a shadow 
of what it is without your passion and hard work. To Sam, thank you for the 
constant support and ideas with how we can as a group continually improve 
the level of coaching at the club.

At season’s end we had all but one coach that had taken part in a registered 
FFV Community course, a fantastic effort by all to take the time (late at 
night all over Melbourne) to improve their skills and understanding of the 
fundamentals of coaching. With the support of the committee, we were able 
to host our own FFV coaching course which is big step forward for the club. 
With continued education and advancement, the knowledge within the club 
and among the coaches will continue to grow and leave the club in a strong 
position to provide a high level of coaching at a community level.

The game is the teacher; you may have heard this saying a few times this 
year. This concept is the fundamental force that will help the club produce 
creative problem solvers on the pitch. Designing sessions that ensure all 
players are continually active and engaged in play is the framework to allow 
the game to recreate the challenges players will face on match day. 

The focus of the practical sessions this year were geared towards how we as 
coaches can create an environment that will not only target specific ideas of 
play but also allow for those specific skills to be applied in a game context. 

Furthermore, the ability for the coach to step back and declutter the 
message provided was very pleasing this year. This idea was the hardest 
for myself to come to grips with. It is a natural trait to want to provide the 
solutions and tackle the many problems as soon as they arise. On the 
penultimate weekend I managed to get around to a large number of games. 
I was blown away with how well FC Birrarung coaches conducted themselves 
and the enjoyment I witnessed the kids playing with.

This match day environment is the driver to why our club retains so many 
players each year and has new players banging on the door to join.

Next year will present new challenges and ideas to work towards. If we apply 
the same endeavour and commitment that was shown this year, 2017 will 
be just as successful as 2016. As always, feel free to email/contact myself 
with any questions you may have. And enjoy having your Sundays back!

Regards,

Tom Beslagic 
Coaching Coordinator

“I was blown away with 
how well FC Birrarung 

coaches conducted 
themselves and the 

enjoyment I witnessed 
the kids playing with”

COACHING COORDINATOR’S REPORT





SHARING a love of the game
When Oscar Fink (Under 11 
Joeys) told his mum and dad 
that he wanted to play soccer in 
2016, there was surprise, and a 
little suspicion. 
According to dad Michael, Oscar hadn’t 
really ever shown much interest in 
sports. So the Fink household set about 
finding a club where they felt the values 
and environment would be supportive, 
avoiding what Michael describes as an 
“alpha male-type atmosphere”. After 
doing their research they chose FC 
Birrarung. 

Just the same, Michael was still 
pessimistic about Oscar fitting in. “I 
thought he’d be lucky to last a couple 
of weeks.” One of the first concerns 

they had was finding out that Oscar’s 
coach was not going to be someone like 
a supportive mum, but was in fact one 
of the senior players at FC Birrarung 
(Alex Czarny). “I have to admit, when we 
found out we’d got a 16-year old boy 
I thought ‘ooh this isn’t going to work 
very well at all’” said Michael, “but I 
couldn’t have been more wrong.”

“Alex was just absolutely an amazing 
coach. As a father of a kid who’s not a 
soccer nut, he was an amazing coach 
because he made them all feel part of 
the team, and made sure they all got 
game time, and it was just an amazing 
experience.”

Despite some heavy losses at the 
beginning of the season, the players 
began to improve their skills and team 
play, and their confidence soared. “The 
start of the season was challenging 
as the team were still learning to work 
together,” said Alex. “But throughout 
the season I saw a lot of development 
in individuals and the team.” Alex 
says that everyone should be included 
and have the same opportunity and 
enjoy playing while still developing and 
learning skills. 

Sam Prenesti, one of the coaching 
leaders at FC Birrarung, thinks 
that when players are involved in 
coaching, they maybe know better than 
parents what motivates kids. “Their 
experience of being a 7 or 10-year old 
player wasn’t that long ago, relatively 
speaking, so they know that for the 
kids the outcome of a match is just one 
aspect of playing football.

 “It’s also about trying to improve, 
learning about the game, wearing the 
shirt and making friends. And for kids, 
fairness and equality is very important. 
These are strong factors in children’s 
enjoyment of sport.“

“I’m really encouraged because we 
have more of our older players now 
putting their hand up and saying they 
want to be involved in coaching,” says 
Sam.

On the final day of the season, the 
Under 11 Joeys celebrated their year 
with a post-game picnic and coach 
Alex handed out medals to the players. 
Unfortunately, Oscar Fink was stuck at 
home, sick in bed. He sent dad Michael 
to watch the game and collect the 
medal on his behalf. As Michael was 
walking out the door, Oscar gave him 
one parting instruction: “Make sure you 
thank Alex for me.” 

Oscar Fink

Alex Czarny

OUR SPONSORS

Woodards Carlton Real Estate D.O.C Gastronomia Italiana



Our Annual Celebration Day gave FC Birrarung’s 
supporters a chance to recognise the achievements of all 
players at FC Birrarung. MC Sam Navagero kept the crowd 
entertained, while our special guests - Councillor Ken 
Ong (City of Melbourne) and Matthew Annells (Football 
Federation Victoria) - were on hand to present trophies 
and awards. Check out our Facebook page if you missed 
the annual FC Birrarung video.
Congratulations to our perpetual trophy winners, and 
thanks to Pidapipó for the buonissimo gelato!
 

CAUSE FOR CELEBRATion!



For the first time in our short history, 
we saw FC Birrarung finish first in the 
league in three competitions: Girls 
Under 12 Joeys, Boys Under 13E and 
Boys Under 16C (Blue Team).
The reward for finishing first in the league is the 
opportunity to play finals against league winners from 
across Melbourne.

The Under 13 Boys met Cleland United in the final. It 
was a courageous effort from FC Birrarung, and while 
they played entertaining football they were edged out in 
a close game, which finished 3-2. 

The Under 12 Girls won their semi-final with a 
convincing 3-0 performance over Point Cook, then 
had to wait another week for the final. It was another 
tight contest, with Peninsula Strikers scoring early and 
maintaining a steadfast defence against a spirited 
FC Birrarung. Despite creating several chances and 
dominating the second half, our girls had to be content 
with runners up (1-0).

The Under 16 boys also dominated their semi-final 
against Boroondara Eagles, cruising to a 5-0 victory. The 
same evening they squared up against Sandringham 
in the final. A first half goal from FC Birrarung helped 
steady the nerves, however the contest took a physical 
toll on the team, reduced to 11 fit players with 15 
minutes to play. 

Despite this, they stayed true to their playing style until 
the final whistle, at which point it was clear the boys 
had given every effort to secure the 1-0 victory for FC 
Birrarung.

A huge thanks to all the supporters from FC Birrarung 
who came to cheer on our players. And of course, 
congratulations to these three teams on their 
extraordinary seasons.

FINALS bring glory 
to FC Birrarung

Under 16s - triumphant in the final

Under 16s - attacking play was the order of the day

Under 12s - runners up and proud to be FCB




